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Here’s a detailed overview of iOS 26 (released September 15, 2025) — summarising the major 
new features, design changes, platform supports and key pros & cons to help you decide whether 
to install it now or wait. 

 

1. What’s new in iOS 26 

a) Design & interface refresh 

• iOS 26 introduces a new system-wide design language called “Liquid Glass” — 
translucent, rounded UI elements with glass-like effects, refracting content 
underneath. Apple Support+4Wikipedia+4Apple+4 

• On the Home & Lock Screen: new “Clear” theme in addition to Light/Dark/Tinted; the 
time display on the Lock Screen now can dynamically shift size depending on 
notification/subject presence. Wikipedia+1 

• Other UI updates: redesigned app icons, more motion-responsive elements, more glassy 
materials in Control Centre, menus, etc. The Guardian+1 

b) Core app upgrades & system features 

• The Phone app gets a refresh: improved call-screening, “Hold Assist” (lets you wait in 
queue and get notified when live agent is ready). businessinsider.com+1 

• In Messages: support for message polls, custom chat backgrounds, typing indicators in 
group chats. businessinsider.com 

• A new Games app (replacing or augmenting Game Center) — central hub for all games, 
friends list, controller support. Apple+1 

• System-wide: advanced translation features via Apple Intelligence (see next section) — 
live translation of text, voice, calls on supported devices. MacRumors Forums+1 

c) Apple Intelligence, Visual Intelligence & smarter features 

• iOS 26 expands Apple Intelligence features: on-device models support more languages, 
plus Visual Intelligence (recognise objects on screen and offer actions), Image 
Playground, Genmoji blending, etc. MacRumors Forums+1 

• Live translation of calls/messages: e.g., Messages translation between many languages, 
call/FaceTime translation (on supported hardware) in some 
languages. businessinsider.com 

d) Other key enhancements 

• Battery & performance: introduces an “Adaptive Power” mode to extend battery life by 
making small performance adjustments (e.g., screen brightness, slower tasks) rather than 
full Low Power mode. The Verge 
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• In Maps: features like “Preferred Routes” (learns your regular paths, alerts to delays), 
“Visited Places” log. Indiatimes 

• In system capture & screenshot: full-screen previews, HDR 
screenshots/recordings. Wikipedia+1 

• In connectivity: support for Wi-Fi Aware (device-to-device without internet) and easier 
eSIM transfer between iPhone and Android. Wikipedia+1 

• In accessories: enhanced translations via AirPods, etc. MacRumors 

e) Supported devices & requirements 

• iOS 26 drops support for some older iPhones (e.g., those without at least A13 or later 
chips) according to some sources. Wikipédia 

• Some advanced features (especially Apple Intelligence ones) require newer hardware 
(e.g., iPhone 15 Pro / iPhone 16 series) for on-device models. MacRumors Forums+1 

 

2. Pros – What iOS 26 does well 
• Modern, fresh design: The Liquid Glass aesthetic gives the iPhone interface a more 

premium, fluid, modern look — if you like visual updates, this is a big one. 
• Smarter features: The expanded translation + Visual Intelligence capabilities make the 

phone more proactive and helpful (especially good for international users or those who 
like cutting-edge features). 

• Improved performance and battery flexibility: With Adaptive Power and smarter 
background management, you can expect longer battery life (especially on newer 
models). 

• Better core apps: Phone, Messages, Maps, Games — each gains meaningful 
enhancements rather than just minor tweaks. 

• Connectivity and compatibility upgrades: eSIM transfer to/from Android, Wi-Fi 
Aware — these are useful advancements. 

• Accessibility enhancements: The new design and features like improved translation, 
visual recognition, etc., help make the device more usable for many people. 

• Future-proofing: Installing the latest OS means you’ll be using a version supported 
longer, with security updates and app compatibility. 

 

3. Cons – What iOS 26 struggles with / trade-offs 
• Hardware-dependent features: Some of the headline intel (Visual Intelligence, live 

translation, Adaptive Power) are only available on newer iPhones. If you have an older 
model, you might not get full benefit. 
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• Complexity / resource usage: Big OS updates can sometimes introduce bugs, battery 
drain or performance hiccups — early feedback reports issues. For example, reddit users 
flagged battery drain in 26.1. Reddit+1 

• Learning curve: The design overhaul means the interface looks and behaves differently 
— some users may prefer the previous more familiar layout. 

• App compatibility / glitches: With major UI and system changes, some apps may 
malfunction or not yet be fully optimised. 

• Storage & update size: Large OS updates typically require significant free space and 
time to install — could be disruptive if you rely on your phone throughout the day. 

• Privacy considerations: Some features (e.g., visited places log, AI-powered routines) 
may raise privacy questions — while Apple emphasises on-device processing, some users 
may prefer simpler OS behaviour. 

• Not all features for all users: If you don’t travel, don’t use translation, or have an older 
model, many of the new features may feel incremental. 

 

4. Should you install now? 
If you are a somewhat advanced user but likely don’t need bleeding-edge features, here are 
suggestions: 

• If your iPhone is a newer model (e.g., iPhone 15 series or later), and you like exploring 
new design/features (especially translation, smarter apps), then yes — updating now 
makes sense. 

• If you have an older iPhone (say iPhone 12 or 13) or you rely on battery stability (for 
example, long drives, travel) and you’re cautious about bugs, it may be wise to wait a 
little — allow early adopters to surface issues and Apple to push 26.1/26.2 stable 
versions. 

• If you value stability, you might prefer waiting a month or so until the update has 
matured. 

• Also consider backup and storage: before updating, ensure your data is fully backed up 
(iCloud or local) and that you have enough free space and time to update without being 
rushed. 
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5. Summary of Pros & Cons in list form 
👍 Pros: 

• Big visual redesign (Liquid Glass) makes iPhone feel fresh and modern 
• Enhanced intelligence features (translation, Visual Intelligence) 
• Improved battery/efficiency features (Adaptive Power) 
• Better core apps (Phone, Messages, Maps, Games) 
• Connectivity enhancements (eSIM transfer, Wi-Fi Aware) 
• Strong accessibility and future-proofing 

👎 Cons: 

• Some major features limited to newest hardware 
• Reports of battery drain / early bugs for some users 
• Interface change may require adjustment 
• Possible compatibility issues with 3rd-party apps 
• Update size, install time & preparatory work 
• Some features may be “nice to have” rather than essential 

 


