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Apple Product Releases & Features 

Product What’s new 

iPhone 17 series 

(including “Air”, 

Pro, Pro Max) 

• All models get: Center Stage front camera (wider field, square sensor) 

for selfies and video, 48 MP main/telephoto/back/ultra-wide cameras 

(Fusion systems). Apple+2MacRumors+2 

• Display upgrades: ProMotion (120 Hz adaptive refresh), thinner bezels, 

brighter screens, tougher front glass (Ceramic Shield 2) with better scratch 

resistance and anti-glare. Apple+1 

• New chip: A19 – improved CPU, GPU, Neural Engine for performance 

(and efficiency). Apple+1 

• More base storage: entry models start at 256 GB. Apple+1 

• New chip for wireless: N1 chip providing Wi-Fi 7, Bluetooth 6, 

Thread. Apple+1 

• eSIM focus: eSIM-only models in many countries. Apple+1 

iPhone Air 

• Ultra-thin design (approx 5.6 mm), “spacecraft titanium” body. The 

Guardian+2MacRumors+2 

• Lighter / thinner than standard, but trades off some features (e.g., 

simplified or fewer cameras). MacRumors+1 

• Still shares many core internals / software with the rest of the iPhone 17 

line. MacRumors 

Apple Watch 

Series 11 

• New health features: hypertension notifications (high blood pressure 

detection via optical sensor over time) and sleep score to assess sleep 

quality. Apple 

• Battery improvements: up to 24 hours battery life under normal usage; 

fast-charging: 15 minutes gives about 8 hours. Apple 

• More durable display: aluminum models get Ion-X glass with 2x scratch 

resistance thanks to a ceramic coating. Apple 

• Better connectivity: 5G cellular support; improved antennas. Apple+1 

• Thin & comfortable design, multiple finishes (aluminum and polished 

titanium) etc. Apple+1 

AirPods Pro 3 

• Upgraded Active Noise Cancellation (ANC): up to 2× more noise 

removed than the previous generation, 4× vs the original Pro 

model. Apple+1 

• Better fit and stability: five sizes of ear tips (including new very small 

ones), foam-infused tips; redesigned body. Apple 

• New heart-rate sensor in the earbuds (PPG), to support fitness metrics & 

workout tracking. Apple+1 

• Longer battery life when ANC is on: about 8 hours. Apple+1 

• Live Translation for conversations, using Apple Intelligence. Apple+1 

• Durability: IP57 rating for sweat/water; improved fit for active 

usage. Apple+1 

• Charging case with U2 chip for better Precision Finding, louder speaker 

for locating it via Find My. MacRumors 
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Product What’s new 

Software / 

Ecosystem 

• iOS 26 released September 15: new design (“Liquid Glass”), enhanced 

Apple Intelligence features (on-device foundation models, visual 

intelligence, Live Translation in several apps). Apple+2MacRumors+2 

• New health & connectivity features extend to older devices in many 

cases (e.g. hypertension alerts, sleep score, etc.) under watchOS 26. The 

Verge+1 

• Accessory updates: new cases (including “TechWoven”), MagSafe 

enhancements, crossbody straps, etc. MacRumors+1 

 

Timing & Availability 

• Pre-orders for the new iPhones (17 / 17 Pro / Pro Max / Air), Apple Watch Series 11, 

Ultra 3, SE 3, and AirPods Pro 3 begin Friday, September 12, 2025. Apple+1 

• General availability / in-stores: September 19, 2025. Apple+1 

• iOS 26 and watchOS 26 release date: September 15, 2025. Apple+1 

• Note that pricing is pretty much the same as last years and has not yet been impacted by 

tariffs. 

 

Implications & Noteworthy Points 

• Apple is pushing further into health monitoring: hypertension alert on Watch, heart rate 

in AirPods, sleep scoring. This furthers its ambition in health/wellness tracking. <br> 

• Strong emphasis on durability and materials: tougher glass; use of recycled materials; 

design improvements for resistance and scratch resilience. <br> 

• eSIM-only models and better wireless/networking (Wi-Fi 7, Bluetooth 6, Thread, faster 

5G connections) suggest increasing reliance on smarter connectivity rather than physical 

ports. <br> 

• The “Air” model: demonstrates Apple trying to reach lighter/slimmer, perhaps targeting 

different user preferences (for portability, weight) even at cost of some features. <br> 

• The accessory ecosystem continues to grow (e.g. improved cases, better strap options) 

and Apple is pushing more of its functionality via software (iOS 26 + Apple Intelligence) 

to both new and older devices. <br> 

• Regulatory and safety features: the hypertension feature got FDA clearance. 
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