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What I Like So Far - Nisus Pro

What I like so far: 
 1. An excellent, searchable, step-by-step, cross-referenced and well illustrated Users Manual. 
It’s the best I’ve ever seen. 534 pages! 

 2. The interface resembles that of Word and Pages, so the learning / familiarization curve is 
not steep. When I look at all the possibilities of Word, my impression is that it is way too much for 
my needs. When I look at Pages, it almost seems too simple. Is everything I need there? Initially, 
NWP seems to fit nicely in between the two, but closer to Pages. 

 3. Menu bar icons are much larger than in Word because there are fewer of them vying for 
the same menu space. Most text formatting icons have been moved to the Tool sidebars. NWP’s 
menu bar icons are not as ‘hard’ as MSW. They appear ‘softer’ and more inviting to my eye. 

 4. When launching NWP, the last document you closed opens automatically, if you set 
Preferences to do so. This can be reset in Preferences, but is set by default. 

 5. The slightly ‘laid back’ (yet still professional) character of the developer’s approach and 
communications. See the icon for ‘Track Changes’ above, right. 

 6. The ‘Comment’ feature is meant most probably for document sharing, but I will use it for 
‘notes-to-self’ instead. I edit so much that it would be bothersome to use the ‘Track changes’ feature. 

 7. NWP has much the same variety and control over shapes (arrows, lines, boxes, triangles, 
polygons) as in Pages. 

 8. Multiple, different ‘Clipboards’ are possible. They can be given any name, but only one may 
be active at any given time. I have followed a theme in my names for the clipboards: grape types for 
wine. 



Nisus Pro - Snags & Missing Features

Snags / things I have learned: 
 1. As expected, it is possible to add and change various Styles in the Styles Editor, but it is not 
something I have ever really done. I decided to see if I could ‘fix’ one thing that has always bothered 
me in word processors - how the numbers in an item list can be changed from left justification to right 
so that the numbers all line up on the period after the number and there is always an equal space 
between the number and the text that follows. 

 2. Since I want to commit to using NWP for all text processing, I need to change the type of 
most incoming documents, which are most often in “.doc’ format. I have reset my settings so that 
all Word documents are automatically opened in NWP. Outgoing documents will, by default, be in 
Rich Text Format and dealt with appropriately by the receiving word processor. Or I can convert the 
text to .docx format. 

 3. Missing useful feature: In Word there is an easy way to ‘Split’ the page horizontally into a 
top and bottom part, so that the upper part may be fixed at some point in the text, and the 
lower part can be scrolled separately from the top. This is very useful in checking and comparing 
different parts of a text. For example: translating the text on the upper part into another language on 
the bottom. I have launched a poll on the NWP website blog and the discussion and support so far 
have been encouraging.
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